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Dear Senator Feingold:
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Thank you for your letter in which you describe the deteriorating
security situation in Chad, particularly in the eastern part of the country. We
regret the delay in replying to your inquiry

The Department of State shares your concern about growing
instability in Chad and its devastating impact on Chadian civilians, internally
displaced persons (IDPs), refugees, and humanitarian organizations. We
also agree that the current situation in Chad has serious implications for the
region, particularly in Darfur and the Central African Republic (CAR).

The U.S. Government has publicly and privately encouraged the
United Nations (UN) to deploy a robust peacekeeping force to eastern Chad,
one that would have both a monitoring and a protection mission. In
December, the UN Secretary General reported that the UN technical
assessment mission (TAM) deployed to the region could only issue
preliminary recommendations because it had not been able to visit all
affected areas. In response, we, together with other members of the UN
Security Council, urged the TAM to return to eastern Chad immediately to
complete its mission, which it expects to do by mid-February. We have
urged the UN to begin planning for the peacekeeping mission as soon as
possible and have also reached out to potential troop contributing countries
to ask for their participation in such a force.

The United States is also engaged on the issue of democracy and good

governance in Chad. Secretary Rice and Assistant Secretary for African
Affairs Jendayi Frazer have emphasized the importance of democratic
reform and good governance in their meetings with Chadian Foreign
Minister Ahmat Allam-mi. We coordinate with our European Union,
French, and United Nations Development Program (UNDP) colleagues on

The Honorable

Russell D. Feingold,
United States Senate.




